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AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 14449 

E.O. 11652: CDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, CSCE, GW 

SUBJECT: CSCE/CBM'S: SOVIETS AND HUNGARIANS DECLINE 
FRG INVITATION 

REE: BONN 14392 DTG 301 1 15Z AUG 76 

1 . A FOREIGN OFFICE CBM OEFICIAL HAS JUST ADVISED US 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND HUNGARY HAVE DECLINED THE 
FRG’S INVITATION TO SEND OBSERVERS TO VIEW THE EXERCISE 
GROSSER BAER. 

2. THE SOVIET REFUSAL WAS IN THE FORM OF A NOTE 
VERBALE IN WHICH THE SOVIETS ACKNOWLEDGED THE INVI- 
TATION BUT INDICATED THEY COULD NOT ACCEPT IT BECAUSE 
THERE WAS NO MILITARY ATTACHE AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN 
BONN. 

3. THE HUNGARIAN REEUSAL WAS COUCHED IN THE SAME TERMS, 
EXCEPT THAT IT WAS DELIVERED ORALLY BY A HUNGARIAN 
REPRESENTATIVE WHO TRAVELED EROM COLOGNE TO BONN TO 
MAKE THE PRESENTATION. 

4. THE OFFICIAL SAID HE PLANNED TO PROPOSE A PRESS 
STATEMENT IN WHICH THE FRG WOULD TAKE THE LINE THAT IT 
HOPED AN EXCHANGE OE MILITARY ATTACHES WITH CERTAIN EAST 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WOULD SOON TAKE PLACE. HOWEVER, THE 
OFEICIAL INDICATED HE WAS NOT WELL INFORMED ON THE 
STATUS OF THE VARIOUS EXCHANGES AND THAT ANY SUCH STATE- 
MENT WOULD HAVE TO BE COORDINATED WITH OTHER SECTIONS 
OF THE FOREIGN OFFICE AS WELL AS THE DEFENSE MINISTRY. 

5. COMMENT: THE SOVIET POSITION ON VIEWING NATO 
MILITARY EXERCISES WITHIN THE CSCE CONTEXT IS STILL 
NEGATIVE, BUT AT LEAST THIS YEAR THE SOVIETS HAD THE 
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COURTESY TO RESPOND TO THE FRG'S INVITATION RATHER THAN 
IGNORE IT COMPLETELY. IE LACK OE A SOVIET MILITARY 
ATTACHE IN BONN IS THE REAL REASON FOR THE REFUSAL, IT 
IS CONCEIVABLE THAT A SOVIET OBSERVER MAY BE PRESENT FOR 
AUTUMN FORGE 1977 SHOULD THE FRG AND USSR BE ABLE 
FINALLY TO COMPLETE THE LONG-DELAYED EXCHANGE OF 
MILITARY ATTACHES. 
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